
ORDINANCE NO. 523 N,S, 

ORDINANCE REQUIRING PERMITS FOR ALARM COMPANY OPERATORS AND 
ALARM SYSTEM USERS, ADDING TO CHAPTER 5 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES. 

SECTION 5.45,001 PURPOSE 

The City hereby finds and determines that the regulation of alarm systems end the 
c o n t r o l  o f  f a l se  alarms i s  necessary to  promote the hea l t h ,  we l f a re ,  and sa fe t y  o f  the 
people in t h a t  some users have alarm systems which e i t h e r  mechan ica l ly  ma l func t ion  or  
are not  operated p rope r l y  by t h e i r  users,  causing an increase in  f a l se  alarm repo r t s ,  
thereby r e s u l t i n g  in  unnecessary costs  end expense to  the C i t y ,  and c o n s t i t u t i n g  a 
hazard to  the sa fe t y  o f  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  and the p u b l i c  in  genera l .  

SECTION 5.45,002 DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

(e) "Alarm system" she l l  mean an assembly o f  equipment and devices 
arranged to  s i gna l  the presence o f  e hazard r e q u i r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  and to  
which po l i ce  ere " c a l l e d  upon" to  respond. 

(b) "False alarm" shall mean an alarm signal, either silent or audible, 
necessitating response by the Police Department where an emergency 
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  which the alarm system was designed or  used does not  e x i s t .  
The a c t i v a t i o n  o f  an aud ib le  alarm system f o r  one second or  less sha l l  not  
be deemed a false alarm. 

(c) "Permittee" shall mean any person holding an alarm system permit 
issued pursuant  to  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chap te r .  

(d) "Premises" shall mean any building or structure identified by a 
numerical or lettered address where an alarm system is installed, or group 
of units within one building or structure with one system. 

(e) "Police Chief end "Police Department shall mean the Police Chief and 
the Police Department, respectively, of the City. 

( f )  "Person" sha l l  mean end inc lude  any na tu ra l  person, parnersh ip ,  
oo rpo re t i on ,  un inoorpors ted  assoc ia t i on ,  or  o the r  business e n t i t y ,  

SECTION 5.45.003 REGISTRATION OF ALARM COMPANY OPERATORS 

I t  sne l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  any person requ i red  to  be reg i s te red  as an alarm company 
ope ra to r  by the C a l i f o r n i a  ALarm Company Act  to  engage in  the business o f  sn alarm 
company opera to r  w i t h i n  the C i t y  w i thou t  f i r s t  f i l i n g  e copy o f  such s ta te  License 
w i t h  the Po l i ce  Department. 

SECTION E,45.004 REGISTRATION OF ALARM AGENTS 

I t  she l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  any person requ i red  to  be r e g i s t e r e d  as an alarm agent 
by the C a l i f o r n i a  ALarm Company Aot to  act  as sn alarm agent w i t h i n  the C i t y  w i thou t  
f i r s t  r e g i s t e r i n g  h i s  name and f i l i n g  s copy o f  h i s  S te ts  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card w i th  the 
Po l i ce  Department. 

SECTION 5.45.005 PERMIT REQUIRED 

I t  she l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  any person to  use, i n s t a l l ,  or cause to  be i n s t a l l e d  an 
alarm system on any premises w i t h i n  the c i t y  under h is  c o n t r o l  w i t hou t  havtng s~_sLarm 
system permi t  t h e r e f o r .  



When emergency messages, signals, or notices are received by the Police 
Department that evidence s failure to obtain a permit or comply with any other 
requirement under this chapter, the Police Chief or his representative is authorized 
to demand that the owner or lessee of the alarm system initiating such message, 
signal, or notice, disconnect the alarm system until it is made to comply with said 
requirements. 

] 
SECTION 5.45.006 PERMIT APPLICATION FORMS 

Any person desiring an alarm system permit shell file an application 
Police Department setting forth the following information: 

(A) The name end address of the applicant; 

(b) The address at which the alarm system is to be installed and used; 

(c) If the applicant is a corporation, the names and addresses of its 
principal officers; 

(d) If the applicant is s partnership, association, or other business 
entity, the names and addresses of the partners or persons comprising 
soms; 

(e) A descr ipt ion of  the alarm system or system proposed to be ins ta l led  
within the City of Paso Robles, including the msnufacuters names and model 
number, if any; and 

(f) The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of one or more persons who 
will be available to secure the premises during any hour of the day or 
night. 

with the 

SECTION 5.45.007 ALARM SYSTEM PERMIT FEE 

Each s lam system permit appl icant is required to pay a one-time alarm system 
permit fee. The amount or the fee shal l  be spec i f i ca l l y  set fo r th  and speci f ied by 
resolut ion of  the City Council. The fee shal l  be paid at  the time the permit 
appl icat ion form ts submitted, The fee is to cover the cost o f  the invest igat ion of  
the facts stated in the appl icat ion and processing thereof ,  Such adminis t rat ive fees 
shal l  not be returned to the appl icant because they are for  service. 

SECTION 5.45.008 ALARM SYSTEM PERMIT ISSUANCE DENIAL 

(a) ISSUANCE. Upon the f i l i n g  of  an appl icat ion containing a l l  the 
information required by th is  chapter, the Police Department shal l  issue an 
alarm system permit, unless the provisions of  subsection (b) of  th is  
sect ion apply. 

(b) DENIAL. The fo l lowing reasons shal l  be s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  the denial 
an alarm system permit: 

( lJ That the appl icat ion is  not in the form and does not 
contain e l l  the information required by the provisions 
of  th is  chapter; or 

of  

(9) That the required wai t ing period fo l lowing the re- 
vocation of  an alarm system permit previously issued 
for  the same premises has not expired. See Section 
5.45.013. 

SECTION 5.45.009 PERMITS: SEPARATE PERMITS REQUIRED 

A separate s l am system permit shal l  be required for  each of  the premises on 
which an s lam system is used or i ns ta l l ed .  ~ 



SECTION 5.45.010 PERMITS: CORRECTION OF INFORMATION 

Whenever any change occurs relating to the written information required by this 
chapter, the permittee shall give written notice of such change to the Police 
Department within five (5) days. 

SECTZON 5.45.011 ALARM SYSTEM REGULATIONS 

I 

(e) REPAIRS. After eny false alarm caused by • malfunction of en alarm 
system, the permlttee shall sauce the alarm system to be repaired to 
eliminate the malfunction before the reactivation of the alarm system by 
the permittee. 

(b) NOTIFICATION. A permittee shall cause the Police Department to be 
notified prior to eny service, test, repair, maintenance, alteration, or 
installation of an alarm system which might produce • valse alarm. 

(c) AUTORATIC DEACTIVATION. Every audible alarm system shall be equipped 
with a device which will automatically daectivete the alarm system not 
more than thirty (30) minutes after the alarm system ie activated. 

[d) PROHIBITED SOUND. No alarm system shall be Inetalled or used which 
emits e sound which ie similar to that of an emergency Vehicle siren or a 
Civil Defense warning system. 

(e) PERMIT DISPLAY. An alarm system permit shall be posted in a 
conspicuous place upon the premises for which the permit is issued. 

( f )  POWER SUPPLY. Alarm systems shel l  be eupplled with en untn ter rupt ib le  
power supply in such • manner that the f a i l u re  or interruption of normal 
u t i l i t y  e l e c t r i c i t y  w i l l  not ac t iva te  the alarm system. The power supply 
must be capable of at Least four (4) hours of operation. 

(g} PROHIBITED SYSTEMS. No person shal l  have ins ta l led  any system which 
when aet lv te ted eutometlcel ly d ia ls  the Paso Roblee Police Department with 
• pre-recorded message. 

SECTION 5.45.012 PERMIT REVOCATION 

(e) GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION. An alarm system permit may be revoked by 
Police Chief fo r  any of  the fo l lowing reasons: 

(1) Failure to ooeerve any of the regulations or other 
provisions of this chapter; 

(2) Alarm system for which the alarm system permit is 
issued emits more than six (S) false alarms during 
eny consecutive three hundred sixty-five day period; or 

(s) False representat ions were made upon any appl icat ion 
or notice of change required by the provisions of this 
chapter. 

the 

(b) NOTICES AND EFFECTIVE DATES. A written notice of revocation stating 
the reason for  suoh revocation, shal l  be personally served upon or mailed 
to the permlttee by certified mail addressed to the permittee at the 
permit teo's address shown on the appl icat ion or the lasteot  notice of 
shange on f i l e  with the Paso Robles Police Department. In the event the 
not ice of  revocation is mailed, service shal l  be deemed complete upon 
deposit In the United States mail. The effective date of the revocation 
of an alarm eystem permit shall be fifteen (15) days after the service of 
a notice of revocation. 

[c) SURRENDER OF LICENSES AND DEACTIVATION OF ALARM SYSTEMS. 
revocation of  an alarm eystem permit becomes e f fec t i ve ,  the 
be surrendered for thwi th  to the Police Department end the 
shal l  fo r thwi th  be removed or deactivated. 

Whenever the 
permit sheLL 
alarm system 



SECTION 5.45.013 PERMIT REVOCATION: APPEALS 

(a) FIRST REVOCATION. No new alarm system permit may be issued for a 
premises within six (6} months following the first revocation of an alarm 
system permit previously issued for the same premises unless the premises 
owner changes or business owner changes, at which time a new permit may be 
applied f o r .  

(b) SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT REVOCATIONS. No new alarm system permit may be 
issued for  a premises wi th in  one (1) year fo l lowing the second or 
subsequent revocation of  an alarm system permit previously issued for  the 
same premises unless the premises owner changes or business owner changes, 
at which time a new pemit may be applied for. 

SECTION 5.45.014 CONFIDENTIALITY 

The information contained in alarm system permit appl icat ions and notices of  
change shal l  ba conf ident ia l  and shal l  not be disclosed other than to City employees 
or other public oTfiolals who require such information in the performance of their 
official duties. 

SECTION B.4B.O15 FALSE ALARM SERVICE FEE 

Any person who maintains or has an alarm which has caused any signal, message, or 
alarm to be transmitted to the Police Department, either by direct telephone or other 
dlract communloatlon, or by communication from an alarm agent, or an alarm business, 
or by a person responding to an audible alarm, end which is e fa lse alarm, shal l  pay e 
false alarm service fee to the City as established by resolution of the City Council. 
Failure to pay a false alarm service fee within thirty (30) days after issuance of 
invoice by the City shall cause immediate revocation of alarm service permit. 

SECTION 5,45.01B LIMITATION ON LIABILITY 

The City is under no obligation of duty to any permittee or any other person by 
reason of  any provision of  th i s  chapter, or the exercise of  any pr iv i lege  by any 
permittee hereunder, including but not limited to any defects in the alarm board st 
the Police Department, any delay in tranmlssion of an alarm message to any emergency 
unit, or damage caused by delay in responding to any alarm by any City officer, 
employee, or agent. 

SECTION 5.45.017 CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

Any parson who v io la tes  any provision of  th is  chapter shal l  be gu i l t y  of  e 
misdemeanor and upon convict ion thereof  shel l  be punished by • f ine not to exceed Five 
Hundred and no/lOOtha (IBOO.O0) Dol lars or Imprisonment in the County j e t l  not 
exceeding s ix  (B) months, or by both. 



SECTION 5.45,018 APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 

Any person whs has establ ished, or uses an alarm system which requires a permit 
under this chapter shall apply fsr an alarm system permit as provided in this chapter, 
within six [6) weeks after the effective date of this chapter. 

1986, 
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 2rid 
by the fo l lowing r o l l  ca l l  vote; 

day of December 
t 

AYES: Cousins, Ov i t t ,  Dolan, Stamper and Russell 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

NICK RUSSELL, MAYOR 

ATTEST : 


